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Our Ref:  RH/PE-J/TC/TMF      18 December 2020  
            

 
Dear Football Club Officials 
 
Football Club Guidance Tier 3  
 
Further to the recent correspondence regarding spectator attendance that has been seen in 
circulation from the FA to all adult non-league football clubs playing at grass roots level, the 
proposals have been considered by Staffordshire County Council, Stoke on Trent City 
Council and Staffordshire Police, with this letter detailing the agreed interpretation on the 
matter. 
 
At present we are of the collective opinion that spectators at a sportsground are not permitted 
in Tier 3.  This is based on the legislation that is presently in place and the official guidance 
that we have from the government department for the Office of Product Safety and Standards 
(OPSS) to assist local government in enforcement of the rules. 
 
We are aware from the FA guidance in circulation that suggestion has been made that 
approval has been given by the Department of Culture, Media and Sports (DCMS) to the FA 
to permit spectators at grassroots level, however nothing has been forthcoming from this 
government department to confirm this agreement.   
 

Emailed to Football Officials:- 
Hanley Town FC  
Lichfield City FC  
Stafford Rangers FC 
Stafford Town FC  
Uttoxeter Town FC  
Rocester FC  
Eccleshall FC  
Bolehall Swifts FC  
Brocton FC  
Tamworth FC  
Newcastle Town FC 
Leek Town FC 
Kidsgrove Athletic FC  
Chasetown FC 
Bolehall Swifts FC 
Coton Green FC 
Heath Hayes FC 
Stone Dominoes and Stone Old Alleyian FC 
Wolverhampton Casuals FC 
Wolverhampton Sporting Community FC  

Hednesford Town FC 
Abbey Hulton United FC 
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The grass roots guidance issued by the government has been considered alongside the 
legislative requirements of the Health Protection (Coronavirus, Restrictions) (All Tiers) 
(England) Regulations 2020 which makes it a requirement that no person may participate in a 
gathering in the Tier 3 area which takes place outdoors in a place which consists of more 
than 6 people, including at an outdoor sports ground or facility unless one of the exemptions 
applies, for example young persons under the age of 18 where parental supervision is 
necessary for safe-guarding purposes.  
 
The grass roots guidance produced is ambiguous and taken in its context as a whole it 
appears the intention is to cover youth football etc where parents might attend as spectators 
but its ambiguity may allow for an interpretation that fans can generally attend non-league 
games.  
 
Stoke-on-Trent and Staffordshire have high Covid case and hospital admission rates at this 
time for Coronavirus so the attendance of large groups of fans to football matches is 
considered to be high risk and not recommended. 
 
Having reviewed the law, available government guidance, the generic Tier 3 guidance, the 
specific grass roots guidance and the guidance submitted by the FA, we have concluded that 
given the current infection rates with the virus in Staffordshire and Stoke on Trent, in the 
absence of evidence from the DCMS, a robust interpretation of the law and guidance is 
required and so, pending any later clarification, fans must not be allowed to attend any adult 
non-league football matches while the local authorities remain in Tier 3. 
 
I trust that the local authority position is clear with regards this matter and we thank you in 
advance for your cooperation in ensuring that this requirement is met.  Should there be any 
change in this stance, further communication will be sent to you. 
 
Where you have any queries regarding the content of this letter, in the first instance please 
send them to: 
 
tscovidreferral@staffordshire.gov.uk for those clubs based in Staffordshire 
 
Public.Protection@stoke.gov.uk for those clubs based in Stoke on Trent 
 
Yours sincerely 

    
Dr Richard Harling       Dr Paul Edmondson-Jones Superintendent Tom Chisolm 
Director of Health and Care    Director for Health and Care   Head of Local Policing 
Staffordshire County Council     Stoke-on-Trent City Council Staffordshire Police 
 

c.c. Kevin Staples, Staffordshire FA 
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